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1. Xn accordance with references (a) and Cb), the Action Report of Task 
Element 95.11 for the period 13 June 1 95 1 through 16 September 1951, covering 
the period the Commanding Officer, U.S.S, SICIU acted as Commander Task 
Element 95.11, is submitted herewith. 

2. This is not a complete report of the action of Task Element 95.11 for the 
given period because the Commanding Officer, U.8.S. SICILY, was CTE 95.11 
only on the dates indicated in Part I of this report. 

3. The report is divided into 6 PARTS as H ste d below, 
Part I - General Narrative 

Part II - Chronological Order of Events 

Part III - Perforce of Ordnance Material and Shipment including 
nition Expedituras 

Part IV - q„„ , _ I » £CTTvTfl 

rart IV - Sundry of dm and Enemy Battle Damage OPNAV 

** V - Personnel Performance and Casualties j CWT * L *>-' ^CtlO* 

Part VI - Commsnts and Recommendations* ^' ^ ' 
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Part I - General Narrative 

A. During the period from 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951, 
the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) with Marine Fighter Squadron 323 embarked, operat 
ed off the West Coast of Korea as part of the U. S. Seventh Fleet in Task 
Force 95, under the operational control of Commander Task Group 95.1. 

(1) The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY alternated with the 
Commanding Officer of the British aircraft «arrier KII3 GLORY as Commander 
T.:sk Element 95.11. Normally TE95.11 consisted of one carrier end four des- 
troyers, or destroyer escorts, acting as screening vessels. Occasionally 
the screen was reduced to less then four ships to neet operational demands 
end when a destroyer was released to CTE 95.12 to perform night patrols. 

At least one of the carriers remained on station at all times and the average 
operating period was nine (9) days. This report covers only the operations 
of TE 95.11 when the Commanding °fficer, U.S.S. SICILY was CTE 95.11, as 

follows! 

(a) 0330 13 Jun 1951 2100 22 Jun 1951 

2100 2 Jul 1951 2100 10 Jnl 1951 

2100 22 Jul 1951 2100 29 Jul 1951 

2100 A Aug 1951 2100 U Aug 1951 

2100 2A Aug 1951 2100 1 Sep 1951 

2100 9 Sep 1951 2100 16 Sep 1951 

(2) The enemy forces werti the North Korean Army and Chinese 
Communist forces ih enemy-held North Korea. No enemy nnval forces were en- 
Countered by this Tcsk Element, Enemy small craft including sampams, junk, 
sailboats, small barges and power boats, operating in the rivers, estuaries 
and elong the 7est Coast of Korea were attacked and destroyed by own air- 
crnft whenever possible. 



Port I - -General Narrative (Cont'd) U tlUL -V'.' . H ^ ^ 

(3) Typical r^ssio^^ aixc^^ Cofibat 
Air Patrol, Close Air Support, Pre-briefed Strikes, Target Combat iir patrol, 
Naval Gun Fire Spotting, and Photo Reconnaissance. The operating area for tl 
aircraft was roughly the area co^fcined between the coastline and a line arc , 
from the Han River Estuary through Sinnak to Chinnampo. 

(4) The operating area for Task Element 95.11 w&b in area "tan", 
South of 39° 15' M and East of 123° 30' E during daylight hours. During dark- 
ness the elenent withdrew to the South. During the period of this report tho 
U.S.S. SICILY operated at various tinies with #hs following shipsj 



(a) 


HMhS Ti^JUUMUNG*. 


U) 


USS HEMDOVi 


(b) 




(t) 


HMS GLORY 


(c) 


USS HuWKIHS 


(u) 


HMS CONSORT 


(d) 


USS FI5KS 


(v) 


HMS CONSTtJJCE 


(e) 


USS BRiJDFQKD 


00 


USS RENSH4W 


(f) 


USS CUNNINGHAM 


00 


USS BROWN 


(g) 


REV GREEN RANGER 


(y) 


USS U. M. MOORE 


(h) 


SSu WkVE CHIEF 


<■) 


HMCS CAYUGA 


(i) 


RFi W*VE PREMIER 


(aa) 


HMCS HURON 


(J) 


HMS COSSACK 


(bb) 


KMS MURCHISON 


00 


IffiCS BOOTKta, 


(cc) 


USS PERKINS 


(1) 


USS CONY 


(dd) 


USS KIDD 


Cm) 


USS CON^iY. 


(ee) 


USS HAIF$H 


00 


HMS MOUHTS BiJi 


(ff) 


USS VtEDDERBURN 


(o) 


W£ ST. BRIDE'S BiiY 


(gg) 


USS ORLECK 


(p) 


RfcS WHITE &iY 


(hh) 


HMS COMUS 


(q) 


H¥iS CaRUI&aN 


(ii) 


HMOS ^mj^SK/Ji 


(r) 


wmz R0T0ITI 


Ui) 


HMCS SIOUX 



Part II - 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS * 
Sicily arrived in Kobe, Japan, for embarkation of VMF 323 person: 
el and equipment. 

110$30/Jun Departed for Sasebo, Japan and landed aboard VMF 323 aircraft, 
tuenty-three (23) F^U. 

One barrier crash occurred with no pilot injury. One aircraft 
caught fire on landing trith no injury to personnel except the 
pilot suffered a fractured right forearm, 
12/Jun Carrier qualified TOP 323 pilots. A total of 31 flights were 

made, resulting in one barrier crash with class "A" damage to 
aircraft, and no injury to personnel. 

Moored in Sasebo harbor at 1530 and fueled from the RFA GREEN 
RANGER. CDR EDMUND S. CARVER, RN, Aviation Officer of CTG 95.1 
came aboard for temporary duty as operational advisor. 

130700/Jun Departed Sasebo for the Yellow Sea Operating Area trith HMAS 
""'ABIiAMQNGA (DD123) and HMNS VAL GALEN (DD803) . 

130830/Jun Firing exerciser! on a towed sloevo v:ore conducted onroute to 
the operating area* 

USS HATJKINS (DD673) end U3S FISKE (DD8A2) joined formation en- 
■ route , 

Duties of CTE 95.11 were assmoed this date. 

Commenced combat air operations, launching a total of 28 flights, 
(12 non-combat).' 

One class "A" damage barrier crash occurred, pilot uninjured. 
Combat Flights for the day wero reported on Air Attack Reports 
(OpNav form 34.8O.3) numbers 1 through 4.. 

* All times '.local 
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U/Ji 



un 
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A total of 32 flights vere made (12 non-combat) , reported on 
Air Attack Reports 8 through 12, 

U33 CUNNIICHAM (DD752) Tjas detached to perform Bugatti Patrol 
after flight operations. (Ref. (o) gives details of Eugetti Patrol j 
A total at 36 flights ware made (12 non-combat) , reported on 
Air Attack Reports 13 through 17. 

CAPT BIGELOr; 'TATTS, USMGR, crashed in -water after receiving a 
Weave off* 

The plane sank immediately with no sign of survivor after 
thorough helicopter and destroyer search, 

USS BRADFORD (DD5A5) performed Bugatti Patrol during hours of 
darkness* 

A total of 28 flights (12 non-combat) were flown this date 

and reported on Air Attack Reports 18 through 21. 

VSS CUNNINGHAM (DD752) performed Bugatti Patrol. 

Bad weather in the operating area hampered the days operations i 

A total of 11 flights (4 non-combat) were flown end reported cm 

Air Attack Reports 22 and 23* 

One barrier crash occurred resulting in Clr.ss "C" damage to 
airplane and no pilot injury; 

CDR EDBfUHD S. CARVER, RN, transferred to VAX GALEN. HMS COSSACK 
(DD57) relieved HMIE TAN GALEJT (DD803). 

T/SS CONY (DDE508) and USS COIfJAY (DDE507) relieved CUOTJIfJGH^I 
and BRADFORD, USS COjWAY performed 3ugatti Patrol, 



declas: 



21/Ji 



un 



22/Jun 



20/Jun Bad weather again hampered air operations* 

A total of 8 flights (4 non-combat) were flown and 1 reported on 

Air Attack Report number 24. 

USS CONY performed Bugatti Patrol 

A total of 24 flights were made (8 non-combat) and reported on 
Air Attack Reports 25 through 27. One taxi accident occurred 
when a plane with brake failure skidded into the island struct- 
ure. USS C0N7TAY performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 26 flights (12 non-combat) were made and reported on 
Air Attack Reports 28 through 30. 

The formation refueled between flights from HMS WAVE PREMIER. 

Transferred 1st LT. J. R. ?7ELLS, USMC to USS CONY for further 

transfer to HMS GLORY for intelligence liaison. 

USS CONY performed Bugatti Patrol. 
222100/Jun Relieved by HMS GLORY; enroute to Sasebo, Japan with HMS COSSACK 

and BOAS * 7 ARRAMUfJGA, Conducted AA firing enroute. 
01071 5/Jul Underway for Korean Combat Zone with KHAS T7ARRAMUMGA (D-123, HMS 

NOOTKA (D-213), HMS MOUNTS BAY (F-627) and HMS y&ITESATJDS BAY 

(F-633) in company. 

Conducted A^ gunnery exercises. MOUNTS BAY end ^THITESANDS BAY 
detached upon completion, 
Relieved HMS GLORY at 2100. 
Secured from Typhoon condition II ot 2333. 
020910/Jul USS MOORE (DE4A2) joined formation end oat» clTCgc&do to transfer 
1st Lt. J. R. ^LLS who returned aboard for intelligence duty 
efter TVJ), HMS GLORY. 

A total of 29 flights (12 non-combat) vere floim and report»d 




03/Jul 



OA/Jul 



05/Jul 



06/jul 



071115/Jul 




On Air Attack Reports 31 through 34. One FAU hit by ground 
mechine gun fire; crash-landed. Pilot uninjured; rescued by 
helicopter. 

HMS C0MSTANC2 (D71) joined formation at 1712. 
HMC3 ITOKA performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 35 .flights were made (12 non^combat) with one class 
"A" barrier crash reported on Air Attack Reports 35 through 3 fl. 
CAFT Wira K. CURRENS, US^lled in action when hit by ground 
small arms fire 12 miles fflf Pyongyang in strafing attack. 

MAJOR 7/ILBUR P. TJVAIJS n<Wr ev,„+ a* 

,^uib, USX, shot dovm near Sangyong. Recovered 

by helicopter. Suffered broken pelvis. 

HMS WAVE CHIEF, escorted by HMN3S ROTOITI, „ #aeled 

A total of 33 flights wore »ade (12 non-combat) and reported on 

Air Attack Reports 39 through AA. 

USS MOORE (D&^2) perform Bugatti. 

A total of 30 flight, were made (10 non-combat) and reported cn 

Air Attack Roports A5 through A9. 

HUES ilOJTKA (D213) performed Bugatti. 

HHHS ViL GALEN (D-S03) relieved HMS CONSTANCE (D-7l) . 

A total of 32 lights ^oro made <1 2 non-combat) and ported on 
Air Attack Reports 51 through 54, 
"USS MOORE (DE442) performed Bugatti. 

USS TOLEDO (CA-133) rttt CTG 95, UK 0. C. DYER, T JS N, charted, 
and USS BRADFORD fDD-5A5> joined famrtfo. RAM m wos 
flown to the SICILY by helicopter and, after observing flight 
operations sh5 fted his flag bock to the TOLEDO ut 1530, 
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080600/jtil 



09/Jul 



10/Jul 



102100/Jul 

ll/Jul 

19/Jul 



20/Jul 



A total of 36 flights vore made (12 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 55 through 60 „ 

USS BRADFORD (DD-5A5) perfarnad Bugatti, 

U3S TOLEDO ana USS BRADFORD depcrtad fnraation, HMS *7AVE 

CHIKTi" (AD), escorted by HMS COMSO?.T (D-72), joinad fo-mation to 

refuel sc^e^.-u 

A total of Af; flights 7/era mado (1A ncn-cotnbot) n:,d reported 
on Air Attach Reports 61 through 67. 
HHCS NOOTKA (P-313) performed Eu^atti. 

A total o,- AO flights wore made (12 non-combat} and -reported 
on Air Attack Reports 68 through 73, 

One Air-r.-L.-'i-, : T ent over port side era to failure of brakes r:hich 
v/ere damaged by enemy fire. Pilot recovered by helicopter; 
uninjured* 

USS MOORE cnr'-oriaed Bugatti. 

A totel of 38 flights were made (10 non-combat) end reported 

on Air Attack Reports 7A through 78. U.S.S. MOORE and HMCS 

MOOTKA wero detached. 

Relieved as C^E 95.11 by EMS GLROY. 

Enrouta Sasebo, Japan. 

EnroutQ Korean 3fcr Zone. inducted bottle problem with EHNS 
VAN GAAi^ i*D-8C3) and HKAS TTA^RAMUNGA (D-123), 
2100 - R.-Ucvod HMS GLORY ae CTE 95.11. 

A total of 2*> flights were nade (10 non-coEibcO and reported 
on Air Attach Reports 79 through 82, 

USS REW3HAW (DDE-AA9) and USS KW 'r*-~i'-.) ^nod formation. 
USS B2UK~] parfoTE^d Eugettl. 



A total of 30 flights were made (10 non-combat). 

Flew cover for 1UG 15 salvage operation by HMS CaRDIGaN BAY. (PF), 

USS RENSHAW performed Bugatti. 

A total of 10 flights were made (2 non-combat). 

Very poor weather hampered operations, 

USS BROWN performed Bugatti. 

A total of 10 flights were made (4. non-combat) and reported on 
Air Attack Report 83. 
Poor weather. 

USS RENSHAW performed Bugatti. 
USS BROWN detached. 

A total of 4-3 flights were made (12 non-combat) anc 1 reported 
on Air Attack Reports 84 through 89. 

CAPT BYRON M. BURBaGE, USlfiC, failed to return from strike j crash*: 
after being hit by small arms fire while on strafing attack at 
Sohae-ri. 

U.S.S. RENSHAW performed Bugatti, 

U.S.S. UUtERT M. MOORE (DE-442) joined formation. 
HMS CARDIGAN BAY (PF), joined formr.td-.-n to transfer CIE 95 J I2> 
CAPT. W. L. to. BROWN, RN, ta SICILY for eonferencj 0.1 Han .liver 
Estu&ry Operation. 
Screen refueled from RFA WaVE CHIEF. 

A totnl of 31 flights were msde (12 non-oombat) end reports d on 
Air Attack Reports 90 through 93. 
USS RENSHaW performed Bugatti. 
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Launched helicopter with LT. R. H, TULLIS, MC» USN aboard, to 
fly to HI.IKZS ROTOITI (PF) to assist in acute appendicitis 
operation. A total of 42 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) 
and reported on Air Attack Reports 94 through 103. 
JMS GLORY (CVL), HMDS CAYUGA (DDE-218), HP ICS HURON (DD-216) 
joined formation. 

A total of 44 flights wore made by SICILY and GLORY $12 non- 
combat) with one crash landing due to damaged landing gear 
and reported on Air Attack Report 104. Pilot uninjured; plone 
suffered Class "B" damage* 
KMS CAYUGA performed Bugatti. 

A total of 56 flights were made by SICILY and GLORY CH non- 
combat) with one barrier crash c nd reportod on Air Attack 
Report 105. 

Plane suffered Ciess "A" damage when it nosed over; no injuries 
Made Sonar contact, REIJSHfiJT and MOORE ware detached from the 
formation to investigate and were later relieved by CAYUGA and 
HURON. Anti-submarine patrol continued by CAYUGA and HURON 
during the night. 

Continued investigation of Soncr contact while refueling screon 
from RFA *;AVE CHIEF. Find evaluation non-submarine. 
A total of 101 flights wore nicdn by SICILY and GLORY (15 non- 
combat) and reported by Air Attack Reports 106 through 108. 
Shifted flag of CTE 95.11 to HH3 GLORY upon completion of clr 
operations and departed for Sascbo, Japan with HMNS VAL GALEN 
(D-803) and HMAS 7AFHAUUK1A (D-123) . 



OA/Aug 



OA2100/Aug 

050735/Aug 



06/Aug 



07/Aug 



08/Aug 



09/Aug 



Enroute Korean ^Var Zone, HMS COSSACK and HHS CHARITY in company 
conducted AA firing exercise, and battle problem, using, *m 
ship's aircraft, 
.Relieved HMS GLORY as CTE 95,11 
U3S REJJSHAW (DD-^99) joined formation. 

A total of 31 flights were made < 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 109 through 113. 

HMS CHARITY performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 26 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 1H through 118. 

HMS COSSACK (D-57) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 20 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 119 through 121, 

CAPT J. L. KAKE, USN, CfflBJKDIV 17 and CAPT <7. A. SCHOECH, USN, 
prospective Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) came 
aboard by piano. 

US3 BEHSHA7 (BOH99) performed Bugatti Patrol. 
USS RENSHA- (DBE-499) was detached and USS ^EDDERBURN QM*) 
joined formation. A total of 12 flights were made ( 10 non- 
combat) in v ry adverse weather and reported on Air Attack 
Report 122. 

CAPT J* L. KANS, USN, OCUMRIOT 17 and party departed! 

i total of 32 flights wore oado ( 10 non-confcat) and reported 

on Air Attack Report 123 through 130. 

Refueled formation from RFA ^AVE CBBE (AO) . 

USS NAIFEH (DE-352) performed Bugrtti Sfetrol. 



'declassified- 

A total of 36 flights mora made (10. non-combat) and reportod on 
Air Attack Reports 131 through 137. 

One aircraft suffered class "A" damage in barrier crash; no 
injury to pilot. 

USS NAIFEH (EE-353) performed Bugatti Patrol. 
CAPT 17. A. SCHOECH, USN, relieved CAPT J. 3. THACH, USN, os 
Commending °fficor of this vessel and CTE 95,11. A total of 
36 flights were mado (10 non-corabat) and reported on Air Attack 
Reports 138 through 1A3. 

USS NAIFEH (BE-352) porformed Bugatti Patrol. 

CAPT J. S. THACH, USN, loft by TBH to roport for duty as Cfaiof 

of Staff, COMCARDIV 17. Formation refuai«d"ft'Om'm MVE CHIEF. 

A total of 36 flights were made (10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 1AA through 149, 

U3S NAIFEH (DE-352) performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 36 flights woro nado (10 non-conbat) end reported 

on Air Attack Rnports 150 through 155. 

USS NAIFEH (EE-352) performed Bugatti Patrol, 

A total of 37 flights wore mada (12 non-conbat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 156 through 159. 

USS NAIFEH (EE-352) and USS M3ERBURN (OE-68A) raoro detached. 
HJ1S GLORY assumed CTE ,95. 11. 

Enroute to Sasobn, Japan for replenishment and recreation. 
LCDR !J. Li VICKERMAW and party of four officers fron USS 
REHDOVA (CVE-1U) reported aboard for TAD as obsorvors. 








26/£ug 



Underway for Korean flar 2onc with USS PERKINS (DD-877) ond HMAS 
ANZAC (D-59) in company. Conducted ilA firing exercises, USS 
KIDD (iafc^6l) joined formation. Assumed. CTE 95. U from BUS 
GLORY. 

251123/^ug A total of AO flights waro nado (10 non-conbat) and reportod on 
Air Attack Reports 160 through 166, 

ANZAC (D-59) performed Bugatti Petrol. 
HMCS CAYUGA (DDE-218) joined fornation* 

A total of 39 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 167 through 170. 

HMNS VAL GALEN (l>-803) joined formation and HMCS CAYUGA was 
detached for duty with CTE 95.12. HMNS VAL GALEN (D-803) 
performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 2A flights were made (10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Report 171* 

Formation refueled from RFA TIME PREMIER, escorted by HMS ST* 
BRIBE *S BAY* 

USS PERKINS (DDR-877) performed Bugatti Patrol. 
Target leather closed in during the day. 
A total of A flights were made ( A non-combat)* 
Flew weat-aer recco fligilfe but operations area remains d closed in* 
281532/Aug US3 PSRKINS (DDR-ST?) investigated small craft hear formation, 

identified as fishing craft bf Japamse Registry* BUS VAL GALEN 
(D-803) performed Bugatti Patrol, 
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27/Aug 



28/Aug 





29/Aug A total of 39 flights ware made (10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 172 through 179. 

HMAS ANZAC (D*59) performed Bugatti Patrol* 
30/Aug I total of 38 flights wore made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 180 through 187. 

USS KIDD (DD-661) porformod Bugatti Patrol. 
3l/Aug A total of 26 flights wore mede (10 non-combat) and reported 

Air Attack Reports 188 through 190. 

Formation refueled from RFA ?AVE PRErflER. USS PERKINS (DDR-S77) 
performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 34 flights were made ( 10 non-coobct) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 191 through 196. 
Relieved as CTE 95.11 by HMS GLORY. 
Relieved HMS GLORY ds CTE 95.11. 

Detached QRLECK and AIH2BASKAN to investigate sonar contact. 
Contact evaluated as non-submarine and the ORLECK and ATHABASKAJtf 
rejoined at 1605. A total of 42 flights were made (10 non- 
combat) and reported on Air Attack Reports 197 through 201. 
HMCS ATHA3ASKAN performed Bugatti Patrol. 

A total of 36 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 
on Air Attack Reports 202 through 206. Major General C. G, 
SCIIILT, CG 1ST MA 1 ?, came aboard to observe flight operations. 
USS QRLECK performed Bugatti Patrol. 
12/Sept A total of 38 flights were made ( 10 non-combat) and reported 

on Air Attack Reports 2C7 through 211. USS HAMA performed 
Bugatti Patrol. 



1/Sept 

012100/Sopt 
192100/Sopt 
10153 5/Sopt 



111H8/Sept 



13/Sept 



U/Sept 



I5/Sept 



16/Sept 



162100/Sept 



DECLASSIFIED 
a tom ot n *,„ Md . ( 10 nM . OOBbot) oM repcnad 

on Air Attack Reports 212 through 2X6. 
IMS COMBS performed Bugattt Patrol. 
MiJ. GEN. C. F. SCH1LT charted. 

* totm * 38 Mre mcde ( 1Q ^^^^ ^ 

on Mr Attack Reports 217 through 221. 
HJfCS SIOUX performed Bogotti Patrol. 

A total of 37 m g ht, .ere ^de ( 10 .on-co^t) ond reported 

on Mr Attack Reports 222 through 226. 

A *fl o f 37 n ight . Mre B0de ( 10 noa . combat) ^ 

on Mr Attack Reports 227 through 230. 
Relieved as GTE 95.11 by ffiJS GLORY 
Enroute to Sasobo, Japan. 





PilET III - PEIEPORHAMCBQF OEDAHANCE MATERIAL AMD EQUIPMENT INCLUDING AMMUNITION 
EXI KNDITURES 

A. All Ordnance material and equipment operated satisfactorily ar.'has 
been the subject of previous reports. 

B. Ammunition Expenditures (loss Training) 

1. Bombs June July August September 
1000 # G. P. 6 

500 # G. P. 91 333 20A 116 

Napalra 28 121 102 68 

2. Rockctq 

5« 728 2038 70A 878 

3.25" I?.P. 97 316 

3. 50 Cal. Belted 58,235 235,385 177,310 120,300 

C. Training Ammunition Expand! t tiros 

:U 5" 38 Gal. 1 20 2A 10 

2. AO Ml 3,805 3,330 5,575 1,247 

3. 20 MM 1,442 1*574 2,266 640 
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PiiRT IV - SmMRY 0? Gffitf AND ENEfeT BATTLE DAAikGE 
Own battle damage 

1. No battle damage was sustained by the ships of this task element. 

2. Damage to aircraft <- see Ncv.l Air Warfare Reports submitted for 
the period 13 June 1951 through 16 September 1951 

B. Battle damage inflicted on the enemy. 

1. No damage was inflicts on the enemy by the ships of this task 
element while operating therein. 

2. Enemy battle damage inflicted by own aircraft - see Naval Air 
Warfare reports submitted for the period 13 Juno 1951 through 15 September 
1951. 
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PART V - PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

A. Personnel performance Has excellent and in many cases outstanding. 

B. Casualties 

1. The only casualties sustained were those of VMF-323 pilots which 
hove been covered by previous reports (OPN&V 3480, 3).. ■ * 





Part VI - Comments and Hecocnaondations 

A. Doctrine 

1. Although no enemy air opposition v,as encountered by either airborne 
strikes or the carrier force and its C4P it vas found necessary to use an 
imaginary Watchdog" orbit point for returning flights in order to prevent 
numerous unwarranted air alerts for the formation, system TOtoa very 

satisfactorily and it is recommended that it be made standard doctrine for , 
situations .vhero no ships can bo made available for "watchdog" and -Wet" 
stations, 

2. It must bo commented that the international character of tho forces 
<*ich comprised m 95 .K .ore no obstacle to smooth operation. Tho excellent 
seamanship and efficiency of tho varies screen colanders „„ particularly 
notable. Combined operations of this kind are felt to bo invaluable in build- 
ing good van and a sound foundation for future United Nations cooperation. 

B. Aircraft 

1. Host of the KD airoraft originally embarked had already served through 
tno combat tours and thus .ore fairly difficult to naintain. This problem «. 
greatly alleviated as roplaccnents nere obtained. 

C. Equipaont 

1. The H-2 catapult could not bo used in launching oiroraft with heavy 
Ws during no „ind conditions. This slened operations noticeably at those 
times* 

2.. The SK-3 to Search Radar had insufficient range to give adequate early 
narning faction. In the sane field, the altitude infection fron the BP 
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radar was not always reliable, a 2000 to 5000 feet error in reading not being 
unusual, 

3. The present ROM equipment carried has proven of very little value. 
The ship could use modem ROM equipment which has high possibilities for the 
CVE. 

4» A most valuable electronic aid during the Task Force 95 operations 
was the D&F, VHF Direction Finder* This equipment was used a number of times to 
home lost aircraft in bad weather conditions. It was particularly useful to the 
CVE in view of the short dependable range of the SK-3 Air Search Radar, Of even 
more value would be a direction finder which is gyro-fed to provide true read- 
ings, crystal controlled, and automatic in determining sense, A piece of 
equipment incorporating those features was observed in operation aboard the HISS 
GLORY and has apparently been in upe in the British Navy for a number of years. 
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Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) 
Chief of Naval, Operations 

(1) Commander Task Group 95*1 

(2) Commander Task Forco 95 

(3) Conmander SEVENTH FLEET 

(A) Conncndor Naval Forces, FAR EAST 
(5) Connander in Chief, Pacific Fleet 

Subjj Action Report for the period of 4 September through 13 Septenber 
1952 

Rof: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3-430.4, 

(b) CINCPi^CFLT Instruction 34S0»1A 

J'o J ^^ 01 ^ nnce wi ? h Mforenoos (a) and (b) the Action Report of the U. 
S.S. SICILY (CVE-118), VMA-312 cnbarked, for the period k Septenber through 
13 Septenber 1952 is hereby submitted, 

2. The report is divided into six parts as listed belowi 
PART I - General Narrative 
PART II - Chronological Order of Events 

PART III - Remarks on Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment, 
including Arjnunition Expenditure 

PART IV - Summary of Own and Enemy Battle Damage 

PART V - Personnel Performance and Casualties 
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- Comments and Recommendations 
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GENERAL NARRATIVE 



A. During the period of this report the U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118), under the 
command of Captain Almon E. LOOMLS, 62535/1310, USN, with Marine Attack Squad- 
ron Three Hundred Twelve .(VMH-3J2), under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
George C. AXTELL, 06857/7202, USMC, embarked, operated as a part of Task Force 
95, in the U. S* SEVENTH FIEET, under the operational control of Commander 
West Coast Blockading and Patrol Group (CTG 95.1)* 

B. The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY ( CVE-118) , acted as CTE 95*11 from 
21001 U September until 21001 13 September when he was relieved by the Com- 
manding Officer, HMS OCEAN* During the subject period TE 95.11 consisted of 
the SICILY and its screen, HMS COSSACK 0>57), HMCS NOOTKA (DDE-213) and 
U.S.S a MARSH (HE-699). 

C. The Task Element operated in the vicinity of latitude 37° - 30' N, longi- 
tude 124.° - 30' E. Its mission was to provide air support for the following 
tasks which were assigned to the Y/est Coast Blockading and Patrol Group, 

(1) Enforce blockade of the West Coast of Korea south of latitude 39° - 
35 1 N to prevent ingress or egress, mining, or supply and reenf or cement by 
sea* 

(2) Occupy, control, and defend the following West Coast Islands; 
S0KT0, CH0D0, PAENGYONGDO, TAECHONGDO, Y0NGPY0UGD0 , T0KCH0KT0* Protect our 
sea communications therewith* 

(3) Provide escort and air support to own naval forces* 
C4-) Support minesweeping operations^ 

(5) Support troops ashore with naval gunfire* 

(6) Conduct aerial reconnaissance of the enemy-held West Coast of 

Korea* 

(7) Support friendly guerrilla activities and maintain liaison therewith. 

(8) Destroy military installations and other worthwhile targets of 
opportunity. 

This mission included the following specific tasks: 

1. Provision of a two aircraft TARCAP by day for Task Unit 95,12 e l in 
the CHODO^SOKTO area. The tasks of this TARCAP in order of priority weres 

(a) Strike enemy artillery activities against own forces. 

*"(b) Give cover against enemy propeller driven aircraft attack. 
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PART I (Cont'd) 

(e) Keep under regular surveillance coastal area AfeGaK to SAGR-RI, 
(d) Airspo't" in the same area if required. 

2, Daily armed reconnaissance of the coastal area "between the HAN 
River and the TAEDONG Estuary and reconnaissance of the coast north of the 
TAEDONG up to HAMCHON at least every other day, to detect and destroy enemy 
personnel, artillery, vessels, and equipment threatening friendly islands; 
to keep coastal airfields in the area under surveillance and to detect any 
mining activity or blockade running, (Important sightings requiring action 
by surface forces were passed to the appropriate Surface Blockade and Patrol 
Units .J 

3. Provision of strikes as requested by Elements and Units of SO 95.1. 
guerrilla organizations, and J.O,C. Korea, 

4-, Conduct of armed reconnaissance, strikes^ond interdiction through- 
out the area west of the following line: RANCHOW - CHDNGBli, thence south 
down main supply route through HWaNGJU to S&MtfOH, thence alcng main supply 
route through SINM&K to the Peace Conference Restricted Area, thence along 
the western perimeter of the Restricted Area to the HAN River Estuary e 

5. Provision of aIRSPOT as requested by Surface Blockade and Patrol 

6. Provision of close air support as requested by J.O.G. Korea. 

7. Provision of convoy cover as requested by CTF 9ft* 

D. The enemy forces were the North Korean Peoples Army and "Volunteer" Chi- 
nese Comnajnist Forces in enemy held North Korea* 

E. Regular coastal reconnaissance indicated that enemy blockade running and 
coastal shipping continued to be at a standstill, However, eneiny small craft 
were found operating in the rivers and estuaries and were attacked. 

Air support for the defense of friendly islands and military installations 
was continued. This was accomplished by strikes on gun positions threatening 
these islands and by spotting on coastal targets for patrol vessels in the 
area. An enemy build-up appeared to be in progress in the HAEJU and WOLSARI 
cmstal areas. Both of these build-ups threatened friendly installations and 
as a result extra strike effort was placed on the W . a considerable number of 
heavily reenforced positions had recently been built on the WOLSaRI peninsula 
and tunnels were being dug as positions for heavy guns. Efforts were made to 
ltnock out as many of these positions as possible but it was gound that general 
purpose bombs, which were the only enes available, were not very effective, 

^TARCaP was provided In the CH0DCK3OKT0 area. In the early part of the 
period only a two plc.no section was provided bsrt an increase in U1G activity 
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made it necessary to change to a four plane unit. Since this required an in- 
ordinate percentage of the ship's total effort, those aircraft were sent on 
prebriofed strifes prior to reporting in as TARCAP. 

The program of interdiction and harassment which has been in effect for 
some time was continued. Strikes were made on many targets which were pro- 
vided by local Intelligence forces* These targots were troop concentrations, 
gun positions and supply dunps. In addition, nuuerous transportation facili- 
ties such as bridges and junks located by reconnaissance were attacked. 

During this operating period MIG-15's were encountered on two occasions. 
On 9 September, in tho vicinity of 3&°-45<N, 124°-45'E, four MIG's were sight- 
ed by six FAU's. Tho F^U's were in the process of attacking several junks and 
sighted the MIG's as they entered an attack from six o'clock. They immediately 
turned into the MIG's who broke off the attack prior to entering firing range. 
The MIG's^at an altitude of about 10,000 feet and flying at approxinately the 
sane speed as the F4U's, boxed in the F4.U's for about 5 minutes,, Following 
this the MIG's broke off and departed to the north without making any further 
attack. 

On 10 September in the vicinity of 38°-39'N, 124°-50'E, two F^U's, which 
were flying at approximately 8,000 feet, suddenly sighted four (4) MIG-15's 
coning down on their tails from above* The F4U's immediately entered a weave 
and were successful in meeting the enemy almost head on. On the second weave 
one (l) MIG-15 was shot down by the F4U*s and was seen to go down in flames. 
The MIG pilot bailed out and was also aflame. Soon thereafter the Fall's at- 
tempted to broak off the action by heading for CH0D0 Island losing altitude. 
The MIG's continued their attacks. One F4U was hit by 37mn fire in the port 
wing and the pilot bailed out. After this the MIG's departed to the North, 
Four additional MIG's were sighted at approximately 15,000 feet during the 
action. The F4U pilot was recovered in approximately ten (10) minutes by a 
"DUMBO" from POENGYANG-DO but neither the HG-15 nor the pilot was located. 
For further details see VMk-312 Air Crew Survival Report No„ 15, dtd 8/10/52; 
VMA-312 Aircraft Action Report No. 74, dtd 8/3,0/52; VMA-312 *ir Combat Report 
No. 1 dtd 8/10/52* 

The total number of sorties for the period was 318 with a total of 597 
hours flown. The overall daily average was 63.0 hours flown in 35*3 sorties. 
The daily average of assigned aircraft was 21,5 and the average daily availa- 
bility was 15»2* 
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FART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

At 21001 the Commanding Officer of the SICILY assumed eommand of 
Task Element 95*11 and OTC West Coast relieving the Commanding Officer of the 
HMS OCEAN, The night was spent proceeding to the operating areo with the 
U.S.S. MARSH in company. 

9/5/52 : Flight Operations commenced at dawn and continued throughout the day. 
A total of U3 sorties were flown of which 12 were CAP, 12 T^HCAP and 19 pre- 
briefed strikes and reconnaissance. One aircraft was lost on catapult launch 
and the pilot recovered, uninjured, by helicopter. Details are provided in 
Part IV below. The Task Element was joined by HMCS NOOTKA during the morning 
and by HMS COSSACK in the late afternoon* Shortly after arrival of the COS- 
SACK, the NOOTKA was detached for night patrol. 

9/6/52 : Commencing on schedule, 39 sorties were flown throughout the day. 
These flights consisted of 12 CAP, 12 TARCAP and 15 prebriefed strike and re- 
connaissance. One aircraft was lost on catapult launch and the pilot recover- 
ed, uninjured, by helicopter. The WOOTKA rejoined at 090O and 'at' 1730 the 
COSSACK was detached for night patroZo •' ; ■ ,"■ 

9/7/52 : Thirty-eight sorties were flown during* the day consisting of 12 CiiP, 

12 TARCAP and L4 strike and reconnaissance flights. One aircraft was lost 
by ditching while returning from a mission,, The cause was engine failure 
evaluated as probable flak damage. The pilot was recovered by helicopter and 
taken to friendly territory. The COSSACK rejoined at 0900 and the NOOTKA was 
dotached at 1730 for patrol. 

9/8/52 : Thirty-three sorties were flown consisting of 12 CAP, 10 TARCAP and 
11 strike and reconnaissance. The NOOTKA rejoined at 0900 and the MARSH was 
dotached for night patrol at 1730. 

9/9/52 : A total of 38 sorties were flown consisting of 12 CAP, 12 TARCaP and 
14 strike and reconnaissance „ During the afternoon four MIG-15's made a non- 
firing run on one of this Task Element's strikes. At 0900 the MARSH returned 
and at 1700 the COSSACK departed for the nightly patrol. 

9/10/52 : Thirty-three sorties were flcnm consisting of 10 CaP, 10 T^RCiiP and 

13 strike and reconnaissance. During the afternoon, four MIG-15 f s attacked 
a two plane section of TARCAP in the goneral vicinity of CHQDO and in a dog- 
fight which followed one MIG was shot down in flames and one F4U was damaged. 
The COSSACK rejoined the Task Element at 1000 and at 1750 the NOOTKA was again 
detached for patrol. 

9/11/52 : A total of 35 sorties wore flown this date consisting of 10 CAP, 20 
TaRCAP and 5 strike and reconnaissance. All TARCAP aircraft hit pro-assigned 
targets prior to carrying out TARCAP duties. During the morning one aircraft 
was damaged by enemy ground fire but was landed successfully in friendly ter- 
ritory with no injury to the pilot. The NOOTKA rejoined at 1000 r-nd at 1720 
the MiiBSH was detached for assigned patrol. 



w* ^ ** 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART II (Cont'd) 

9/12/52 : Due to heavy aircraft damage only 28 sorties were flown this date* 
Of these, 10 were CAP and 18 were TaRCAP, with the latter again hitting pre- 
briefed targets at the beginning of their flight* The L&iRSH rejoined at 0945 
and the COSSaCK was again assigned the night patrol, departing at 1720, 

9/13/52 1 Thirty sorties were launched on this final day of operations. These 
consisted of 10 CAP and 20 TtiRGkP with pre-assigned targets. At 0915 the 
COSSzXK rejoined and at l600 the MARSH was detached for night patrol. *.t 2100, 
HiiiS OGEaN assumed the duties of GTE 95.1X. «t 2310, as the OCEkN and SIGILY 
passed, the NGOTKA was detached and the SICILY, with the COSSACK as escort, 
continued south enrouta to Sasebo, Japan* 
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PART III 

. PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL 
AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDING AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE 

A. Thirty-six (8,1%) 5" rockets failed to ignite for reasons as listed balm 
Nunber Cc us e 
13 Pigtails broken in flight. 

7 Faulty igniter receptacles, 

2 Pigtails disengaged from receptacles due to locking pin 

failure, 

B Faulty wiring in rocket electrical system* 

6 Rockots failed to ignite. 

B* Two rockets fell off launcher during arrested landings. The latch pins 
sheared in Aero 14A combination bomb end rocket launcher. 

C» Ammunition Expenditures . 

1, During the operating period covered by this report the following 
ordnance was expended; 

By Vm-312 Aircrr.ft t 

1000 pound GP bombs 23 

500 pound DP bombs 14.7 

260 pound Fragmentation bombs 277 

100 pound GP bombs 358 

NtiPALM Fire bombs j& 

20mm rounds 23,600 

50 Caliber rounds 61,500 
By U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) 

4.0mm N one 



PiJIT IV 

SUM'kRY OF OWN AND ENEMY BaTTLE DAMkGE 
Own Battle Damage . 

1. Battle Damage to the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) - None. 

2. For damage sustained by VM4-312 aircraft see Naval Air Warfare 
reports submitted for this operating period. 

3. For operational damage suffered by VF^-312 aircraft see Operational 
Damage Report for September submitted by U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118). 

Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enemy . 

1p By the U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) - None. 

2. By Marine Attack Squadron Throe Hundred Twelve as listed below: 

T ^.^aP{I5. DaLIlGED DESTROYED 

KEG-15 1 

Railroad Cars 4 

Transformer 1 

Junks 23 25 

Trucks 2 

BiUoting Areas 4 

Radio Positions 2 

Command Posts 4 2 

Troop Concentrations 16 

Power Sub-Station 1 

Rail Bridges 1 2 

Road Bridges 25 9 

Bunkers 8 6 

Trenches 4 3 

Supply Dumps 19 1 
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TARGETS DAMAGED 

Buildings (Barracks & Vfarehouses) 41 

Gun Positions 37 

WIA 321 
KIA 



DESTROYED 
106 
H 

659 



3* The following damage was confirmed by friendly agents. This damage 
was the result of one CAS and seven strike missions and is included as a part 
of the estimatod damaged listed in section 2 above. 



TARGETS 

Cornea nd Post 

"SCR 300" Radio 

Oxen 

Ox Carts 

Trucks 

105nn Gun 

60nn Gun 

Barracks 

Truck 

Kla 



DAMkGED 



DESTROYED 
1 
1 
7 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 

476 



271 
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PERSONNEL PERFORMA NCE i.M) CnSILt.T/TTCR 
^* Personnel Perfomnnns . 

Tho overall performance of personnel was in accord with the highest st-nd- 

fS show ot Zl^ C ° rPS ' **** int ° COEbQt ™ -co^Sedl/a 

line show of enthusiasm .and aggressive spirit by all hands. 

B» Casualties 

On 10 September 1952 Captain J» G. FOMR, USMC, was forced to bail out 
over water after his aircraft was hit by an attacking IflG-S! He was recolr- 
ed by helicopter. Ho suffered a sprain of the left shoulder, 

C * ^commended wertla3 complement as submitted by this cornand to COH- 

(2) Na vigation Department * adequate. 

(3) Supply Department : Adequate, 

(4) S^S^e^r^entt 10 to 15 more non-rated men are needed to main- 
tain conaition 3 watches and continue necessary upkeep* 

nTvq (5) Operations D^partmnt i *LL but one rated radioman have received 

wT j! S ^ QU V * In ° rder t0 ^tain the radio crew at an operating 
level, it has been necessary to request that these orders be held in aboy- 

in^h^ ,r nPlG f ° n ° f ? ±S C ° nbGt Cruise * Coopewtion has been received 
S ™l ^^x? Q PP rcciated - Howover, it is considered important 

S^-J? oven wzth the granted delays in execution of orders, the^hor?- 
?£L J?% 7 l ^ TS , 13 S ° aCUt ° in to commitments that their en- 

arJLS K • t0 °P eratioiial traffic This tea severely handi- 

capped _the training program and it now appears that little substantial pro- 
gress m training replacements aboard can be expected during the combat period, 

in ti^m^^T^^^'', TherC iS , Gn ° VOra11 shor *oeo of petty officers 
in the IK BT and 11,1 ratings. However, the critical stage of training has 
passed and the total of petty officers is now approach!*! the allege list. 
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SPECIAL COMMENTS iiKD RECOMMENDATIONS 

A, As may be noted from Section E of Part I the operations reported require 
close liaison with a number of heterogeneous units. Also, CTE 95.11 is given 
wide latitude in acting upon tho intelligence and requests for aid received 
from these units. It is therefore highly important that commands become 
thoroughly familiar with tho area and its numerous "ground rules" before tak- 
ing over as CTE 95.11. The SICILY had a face-to-face turn-over from the U.S.S. 
BATAAN (CVL-29). This included the transfer of various working files and chart 
overlays as well as background information. An excellent briefing was received 
from CTG 95.1 staff. In addition, LCDR JOY, RN, who is thoroughly familiar 
with the operations, accompanied the ship on the first few days of its first 
patrolo It is considered that the above represents the absolute minimum of 
preparation required by a command to prepare it for assuming the duties of 

CTE 95.11. 

Several additional things can be done. The Commanding Officer of HMS 
XEAN kindly offered to send his Operations Officer LCDR Manley COOPER along 
for the early phase of the first patrol. This offer was gratefully accepted 
and the ship benefited greatly from this officer's long experience in the area. 
Prior to reporting for duty tho ship sent the Intelligence Officer on a tour 
of shore installations in the area and later the Operations and Air Operations 
Officer visited Joint Operational Command Headquartors , Korea* It is consid- 
ered highly desiroablo for officers who can bo spared from among tho Operations 
Officer, Air Operations Officer, Air Intelligence Officer and CIC Officer to 
make a tour of the area before the ship takes over its duties. This tour 
should consist as much as possible of the following: a visit to J.O.C. Koroa, 
visits to the principal intelligence and other military units in the various 
friendly coastal islands, a day aboard one of the patrol ships and from two 
to three days aboard the operating carrier. Early receipt of the applicable 
operations orders is also highly desirable in order that personnel may make 
a thorough study of then before the turnover is begun. 

B. It is interesting to note that the two attacks by 1.SIG aircraft on Fall's 
were not as damaging as might have been expected. Low altitude, 9,000 feet 
and below, and the distanco of the MIGS from their bases, 100 to 120 miles, 
were undoubtedly contributing factors to this. It does appear, however, that 
the aggressive defense - turning into the attack and setting up a defensive 
weave was very effective protection. 

C» As stated in paragraph I, E above, general purpose bombs were found to be 
relatively ineffective against the heavily reenforced gun positions on the 
WOLSARI Peninsula. Tiny Tim rockets and armor piercing bombs will be obtained 
for use against these positions. 

D. A number of attacks were made on areas where intelligence reports indi- 
cated that enemy troops were billeted. Troops were very seldom sighted during 
these attacks and as a result estimates of WIA and KIA were very low. Ground 
Intelligence, however confirmed 4-76 IUA and 271 WIA after a series of strikes 
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which had resulted in an estimate of aa enemy casualties by the pilots. It 
appears that the enemy is continuing his tactic of concealing his troops on 
approach of aircraft and that strikes against troops billeting areas are gen- 
erally more effective than pilot estimates indicate. 

E, Hidden gun emplacements and other types of camouflaged targets were found 
to be extremely difficult to locate. Very low level reconnaissance had been 
fairly effective for this work in the past, but had proved too costly in planes 
and pilots to be continued. Photographic coverage was available through J.O.C. 
Korea by special request but when honored required two to .five days to process 
exclusive of interpretation. Since the enemy makes a practice of moving his 
guns and other equipment at frequent intervals the above service was not fast 
enough to be fully effective. It has been recommended by separate correspond- 
ence that a two plane photo team in addition to the marine squadron be assign- 
ed to the carrier which is on the Yellow Sea Patrol, 

F, Approximately one-half of VMA-312 aircraft were equipped with ADF receivers. 
In order to utilize this equipment, assignment of a frequency was obtained <, A 
IDE transmitter was used and a transmitter key was relocated to be within reach 
of the air controller. The following procedure was set up. In event of fail- 
ure of other homing equipment or in an emergency the pilot requested "SISTER". 
If the operational situation permitted, the Air' Controller then sent a ten 
second dash, followed by a letter identifier and another 10 second dash* With 

a power of 100 watts good results wore obtained up to 50 miles Even though ; 
this equipment must be used with caution in the combat area it is considered 
well worth-while to make the above arrangements when the ADF is already install- 
ed in the aircraft, 

G, Early warning and SAR in Korea were coordinated by the 5th Air Force at 
Seoul, The following circuits were used for this purpose* 

(1) West Coast 5th Air Force Navy Liaison Net (voice). This net was used 
for early warning and SAR in Korea* The most important stations on this net 
were the 5th Air Force at Seoul, Carrier Task Element 95*11 (SICILY) s ADCC at 
Chodo and Paengyong-Do Islands. Upon occasion Commander Task Element 95»12 
also entered the net, 

(2) West Coast 5th Air Force Navy Liaison Net (CW). This net paralleled 
the previously mentioned net with the exception that stations were limited to 
Commander Task Element 95 D 11 and 5th Air Force^ Upon occasion the Commander 
Surface Patrol Element (CTE 95*12) also entered this net to file OP and flash 
traffic to 5th Air Force, 

(3) Carrier Task Group 95,1 Task Group Commanders Net. The stations on 
this not were Commander Task Element 95»12, Commander Task Element 95<.ll, and 
most of the ships and task units of Task Element 95*12,. This not served to 
pass traffic between 95»11 and units of Task Element 95„12, 

Originally both East and West Coast Navy were on the same Liaison Nets, 
This was changed just before this ship reached the area and communications on 
the new liaison nets were very poor during most of the operating periodo How- 
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lows' " linprOVed toWard the end the P° rlod leveling off at about as fol- 

y oit ^' RELIABILITY AT END OF PKRTfin 

Chodo 20% 
Paengyong-Do 40$ 
5th Air Force 50% 

5th Air Force 60$ 

The improvement was the result of the co^ined efforts of all commands in- 
volved. These efforts included tightening down on circuit discipline, better 
control of frequency shifts, frequency assignment changes, and, it is believed, 
equipment changes by the 5th Air Force. ' 

±u ° nG x? thS n0St serious aspects of the situation was that Chodo, which was 
the northernost station and almost always detected bogies first, 7ms also the 
one least often received. This was partially overcome by the alertness of the 

17 T C + P n I ^ thG Ch0d ° arQa ? ? his pGtro1 ? GSSed Chod ° f ^sh reports oh 
the West Coast Navy Command Net (OT). The SICILY C^P was also usually able to 
Pick up this information on guard channel and pass it to the ship via VHF 
Carriers on the Yellow Sea Patrol should always brief their CAP to be alort 
to Perform this duty. All commands were still studying the situation and mak- 
ing efforts to improve it when the SICILY left the area. 
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CNO (2) Advance 

CINCPACFLT (2) Advance 

CIMCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP (l) 

COMNAVFE (1) Advance 

COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (l) 

COtSSEVENTHPLT (l) Advance 

CTF 95 (1) Advance 

CTG 95.1 (2) 

COMklRFAC (5) 

COMSERVPAC (1) 

COMFAIR JAPAN (l) 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE (l) 

COLEARDIV 17 (1) 

COMC^RDIV 15 (1) 

co, faireetupac (a) 

COLIMARCORPS (l) 



ALMON E. L00MIS 



Copy to; 

CG AIRFMFPAC (l) 
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U.S.S. BdTAAN (CVL-29) (l) 

U.S.S. REKDOVA (CVE-1L4) (l) 

U.S.S. BAIROKO (CVE-115) (l) 

U,S.S„ BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-H6) (l) 

U.S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) (l) 
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% FLEET POST OFFICE 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 WB& 
DOD DJR 5200.1Q 

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. SICILY (CVE-118) 
To: Chief of NavallOjJoratlibns 
Via*. (1) Commander Task Force 76 

(2) Commander SEVENTH FLEET 

(3) Commander N 9 val Forces, F&R EAST 
U) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet 

Subji action Report 6 October through 16 October 1952 

Ref : (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480.4 

(b) CINCPACFLT Instruction 3480. 3*> 

(c) COMPHIBFORFE Operation Plan No. 10Lu-52 

1. In accordance with references (a), (b) , and (c) the Action Report 
for the period 6 October through 16 October 1952 is hereby submitted. 

2. This report is divided into six (6) parts, as listed below; 

Part I - General Narrative 
Port II - Chronological Order of Events 
Part III- Performance of Ordnance Material and Equip- 
ment including Ammunition Expenditure 
PLrt IV - Own and Enemy Battle Damage 
Part V - Personnel Performance and Casualties 
Port VI - Comments and Recommendations 




ORIGINAL 




FtRTj', 
GENERAL NARRATIVE 



A. During the period of this report tho S.S.S. SIC III (CVE-118), undor 
the command of Captain Alnoh E» LOOKIS, 62535/1310, USN, Tilth Marino 
Attack Squadron Throve Hundrod Twelve (VM&-312), under tho command of 
Lieutenant c oloncl R, E. CAMERON, 007027, USMC, onbarked, operated cs 

a port of Task Force 76 in the U.S. SEVENTH FLEET. '. 

B. The Commanding Officer, H.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118) , assuncd the title 
of CTG 76,2 at 0523002. At 0903002 the SICILY reported to Task Group 
76*5 and assuncd CTE 76.52. At 1119082, upon boing detached from Task 
Group 76.5, the SICILY assumed CTG 76.2. At 1309452 tho SICILY rcjolnoc 
Task Group 76.5 enrouto to operating area and assumed CTE 76,52. Upon 
entering the vicinity of the objectivo area tho SICILY T?as detached froi: 
Group 76,5 and again assumed CTG 76,2 at 1A1908Z and retained this de- 
signation until JOINT ALIPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE 76 was dissolved at 1610002, 

Tho Group consisted of nnc (l) escort carrier and two (2) destroyers 
acting as screen. 

C. Tha Task Group operated as part of Task Force 76 in the Son of Japat 
and against enemy forces in the Woniian Bay - Kojo Peninsula area, „ 

D. Tha oncny forces wore tho North Korean Peoples Army and "Volunteer" 
Chinese Communist Forces in ancqy hold North Korea. 

E. The mission of the Task Group was to provide Air Support in accord- 
ance with Annex H, Commander Amphibious Force, Far East Operation Plan 
No. 101A-52. 

F. During tho movement phases of the Task Force this T&sk Group engage 
in training and exorcises in preparation for the coming operations. 

Doilv classes in Nr.vnl &nnfiro Snnt-Mncr r.nd Tn.r.t.i r>r.l Air fihsnnrnr 
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PART I (Cont'd ) 

procedures totg conducted for oil VMA-312 pilots. The movement phases 
allovrod ample tine for thOTD-a&i Intalligancc end operational briofings 
prior to the arrival of tho Task Group in the objective area. 

Continuous reconnaissance of the lines of communications in and 
loading to the objective area revealed c complete lack of major onony 
movement throughout D-Day end D+l Day. 

All flights, upon returning from tho objective aroa, roportod Anti- 
Aircraft fire of the "Automatic weapons" type in the vicinity of the 
beach and along all main supply routes in tho area. The aboye reports 
v/ore consistently evaluated as moderate and accurate anti-aircraft fire. 
Only ono F4U from the ?ICILT suffered serious damage from anti-aircraft 
firo and the pilot of that aircraft 7/as able to accomplish a successful 
emergoncy landing at K18. 

At 1602152 two (2) F4tr»s, while in the vicinity of UTM Grid OU 40$% 
sighted six (6) MIG-15 typo enooy fighters. The F^U's were at an alti- 
tude of 7000 foet and flying on a courso of 210° Truo. The B^U pilots^ 
hoard a transmission on VHP stating that HIG«s wore in tho aroa and, 
upon hearing this roport, ono of the pilots sighted tho MIG's at six 
(6) o'clock. The F^U's initiated a defensive ^oavo. 

After follo-lng the FiU's for approximately 5 minutes, the MIG3:) 
departed rithout taking any hostile action. Tho HIGS remained at an 
altitude of approximately 15,000 feat throughout tthe encounter, 

CIC aboard the 5ICIIX yras assigned control of tho CAP in the object- 
ive area and it is felt that valuable experience ras gained by all air 
controllers and CIC personnel in this operation. 
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The total nunber of sortios for the period rras 127 with c total 
of 374., 5 -hours flown. The following is a breakdown of tho total sorties 
flown: Al C£P; 36 Naval Gunfire Spot; 28 Tactical lir Observer; and 
22 reconnaissance. 
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PART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVEHTS 

0608272 The U.S.S* SICILY under the command of Captain Alracn E. LOOMIS 
departed Sssebo, Japan for Otaru, Hokkaido, Japan* Vlk-312, 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel R. E. CAMERON, USMD, was 
embartoad* The screen consisted of the U.S.S. BLUE (SD-744) and 
the U.SiSi HUBBARD (DD-748). 

070542?! Comroenaed refueling the U.S.S. BLUE ;DD~7-W). 

0707142 Commenced refueling the U.S.S. HUBBaRD (DD«748)« 

0822172 Arrived Otor*., Japan* 

090300Z Commanding Officor U.S.S. SICILY assumed CTE 76,52 and reported 

to Task Group 76.5. 
0905/+52 Underway„'frora Otaru and joitied Task Group 76.5* Enroute to the 

objective area* 
1002033 Zeroised at tactical drill*. 
100^1% Exorcised the crow at general quarters* 
H19DRJ Detached from TG 76.5 and assumed CTG 76.2, 
1119503 The U.S.S. KNOX (DD-%2) and the U.S.S. HOLLISTER (DD-788) 

joined! and formed screen* 
H21Q2& Commenced flight operations for Rehearsd of Joint Amphibious 

1209203 Secured from flight operatians. Juriag this day with twenty-four 
(24-) §iroraft on board, an average of seventeen (17) aircraft 
weru available. A total of* twenty**!* (26) sorties were flown. 
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Fifteen (15) of these were CAP flights, three (3) were for 
tactical air observation and eight (8) were simulated naval 
gunfire spot and close air support. A total of 81.5 hours 
were flown during the day. 
1221002 Commenced flight opajpttona, 

222139Z Commenced refueling the U.S.S. HOIXISTER (DD-788). 

122300Z Commenced refueling the U.S.S. KNOX (DD-742). 

1308502 Se6ured flight operations. During thie day there were twenty- 
foii£ (24.) hiiiraft on board and an average availability of 
sixteen (16). Fifteen (15) CAP flights were flown for a total 
of fifty-six (56) flying hours. 

130945Z Rejoined TG 76.5. 

1320572 Commenced flight operations* 

140619Z Secured from flight operations. During this day twenty-four 

(24) aircraft were aboard and an.iaverage of nineteen (19) air- 
craft were available* Eight (8) CAP flights were flown for a 
total of twenty-five (25) flying hours, 

1419082 Detached from TG 76,5 to operate as TG 76.2 with the U.S.S. 

ROGERS (DD-876) and the U.S.S. HUBBARD (£0-748) as screen. 

1419552 Commenced flight operations, 

1508032 Secured from flight operations. . . 

Durine this day thoro tmro twotttyefour (24) aircraft on 
boar* and an average of twenty (20) aircraft were available 
during the day. The SICILY provided Teoti<*al Air Observers 
for the landing forc©# and air spotting for the bombardment 
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ships. Twenty-nine (29) sorties yjqtb floim for a total of 
eighty (SO) flying hours. Twelve (12) sorties ^ero supplied 
for naval gunfire spot, eight (8) for reconnaissance, missions 
and nino (9) to act cs tactical air observers. Only tho re- 
connaissance flights were loaded with an external boDb load, 
Thcreforo very fen targets ^ere struck by aircraft from this 
ship. The follo'.idng is a list of the danage inflicted by 
SIC US aircraft. 

TARGET RESULT 
Building Destroyed 
15 Buildings Damaged or Destroyed 

Supplies Damaged 
Road Bridge Damaged 
151134Z Joined Task Elooont 76*00. 

1519562 Detached to operate as TG 76,2 vlth the U.S.S. ROGERS (DD-876) 

and the U.S,S, HUBB/HD (DD-74.8) as a screen, 
1521O0Z Coamonced flight operations, 

1602152 Two (2) FAUs sighted six (6) HIG-15s. Tho MIGS followed tho 
F4Us for about fivo (5) minutos and thon departed rdthout 
taking hostile action, 

160811Z Secured from flight operations. During this day there Tvoro 
t^enty-onc aircraft on board and an average of oightoon (18) 
aircraft vrera available. Forty-seven (4.7) sortios, consisting 
of sixteen (16) tactical air obsarvors, and ono (l) C/.P flight 
v?oro florin with a total of 
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one hundred thirty-two (132) flying hours for the day. 
The following damages wore inflicted on the enemy during 
the day: 

TARGET RESULT 
Buildings 3 destroyed, 2 damaged 

A. railroad cars 2 heavily damaged 

Tranches Troops strafed. No damage 

assessed, 

161000Z Joint Amphibious Task Force 76 was dissolved. 
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i^i? III 



J., ii tott.1 of VS rockets vere lotcec during the oporttion. seven 
(V) rockets, or a t^tel of of thoso loaccc:, vt:rc rt turner, to 

the f.hip t;f; Ct.CS. 



HVATt 



Mo. 

1 
1 

1 



rigtsil improperly engaged 
in igniter receptacle. 

Due rocket, 

r&ulty igniter receptacle* 

i'igtfiil 'ifjiv broken due: to 
ejector, liivs ,'.,r;t> brass fror,; 
guns. 



1. Vi' 4 .-31^ aircraft: 

5 ! X lb. G.i-'. liolifOS 22 

5" "dockets (HV ifi) 152 
20 Hi Rounds 7,035 
50 Ctl. Rouncis 20,675 

uo sun. unit ion v.-^s e^^ncc-c by the L T ,J,6. ^]CI A'. 
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summary of own and ememy battle dah£ge 

A. O7.71 Battle Damage* 

1* No damage was inflicted on ships in this Task Group., 

2. For damage sustained by VMA-312 aircraft see Ncvnl Air 
Warfare Reports submitted for this oporcting period. 

3. For operational damage suffered by aircraft see 
Operational Damage Report for 1 October to 18 October, 1952, 
Submitted by the U.S.S, SICILY (CVE-118). 

B. Battle Damage Inflicted on the Enemy* 

1. No battle damage was inflicted on the enemy by the 
TJ.S.S, SICILY. 

2. The following is battle damage inflicted on the enemy 
by VMA-312 aircraft: 



TARGET 

Building 

15 buildings 

Supplies 

Road Bridge 

Buildings 

A railroad cars 

Trenches 



RESULT 

A Destroyed 

Damaged or destroyed 

Damaged 

Damaged 

2 damaged 

2 heavily damaged 

Troops strafod.. No 
damaged assossed* 
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PART V 

PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

A. The following dispatch was received from CTF 76; 
"PERFORMANCE OF AIRCRAFT s CIC AMD AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL 

SICILY DURING JOINT AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE CONSIDERED OUTSTANDING." 

B. Casualties: 

No casualties were inflicted on personnel of this Task Group. 

C. The present ship's COMBAT INFORMATION CENTER with the comple- 
ment of forty-five {A5) enlisted men and six (6) officer air 
controllers proved adequate for this operation. However, extend- 
ed operations of this type fould require additional enlisted per- 
sonnel. 




PART VI 

combmts amp HECoanpipfcT.Trins 
A, Neval Operations* 
1* Gurfooe. 

Due to the low top speed of the CVE class carrier the usual 
difficulty of regaining station after flight operations by the "Baker 11 
method was experienced* 

In a cruising formation such as 92R when air operations are to 
be conducted by the independent method, it is recommended that car- 
riers bo assigned any one of the following four stations* Van, rear, 
and flanks, After flight operations the carrier could then return to 
the most advantageous of the four stations and a great deal of unneces- 
sary steaming and time out of formation could be avoided* 



mm 
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(a) Air operations were carried on with no unusual inci- 
dents. All flights scheduled were, flown. The aircraft maintenance 
crews performed a commendable job in keeping the aircraft flying* 
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2 ft 4&j£p*^dl 

b # Two (2) barrier crashes occurred in which the tail wheel 
yoke housing assembly failed. In one case the assembly collapsed, 
but tha tail hook held and the plane stopped short of the barriers. 
In the second ease, the assembly parted end the plane hit barriers 
number 2, 3, and 4. The tail wheels were unlocked and the landings 
were made tail wheel first, but in a slight wing-down attitude The 

landings did not seem hard nor the skid severe enough to cause mater- 
possible 

ial failure, A /contributing factor, which maintenance personnel 
aboard the ship were umbX* to check for, was the possible presence 
of imperceptible fractures in the metal. If Dye Penetrant kits were 
available to the ship, these fractures could be detected. These Dye 
Penetrant kits ore available on the open market and should be made 
available to fleet maintenance personnel. The kits are small, 
inexpensive, and simple to use. 
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o. The *o day . turn aromjd ln ^ |rwu8d 

lent tame for preventive checks and necessa^ - . 

necessary engine changes* 
minimum of five d^ should be allawd. 
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3n Air Defense ' j 

b. Identification and evaluation of air contacts by the 
of the UTM grid proved cumbersome and inaccurate in the limited 
objective area of this operation. It is felt that a system of re- 
porting air contacts from a prominent radar reference point in the 
objective area would permit more expeditious handling of bogies* 
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#« The SP radar, due to the nonavailability of spore parts proved to 
be totally Inadequate. This radar is becoming obsolete due to the 
development of improved types. It is felt that an improved height 
finding radar is necessary in the effective handling of aircraft 
and should be installed aboard this type carrier as soon as avail- 
able o 




J 
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D. In telligence * 

3r A detailed Flak analysis would be very beneficial to a carrier 
entericig this type of operation in an unfamiliar area. If this in- 
formation were included in the Intelligence Annex, it is felt that 
better results would be obtained from the aircraft and possibly a 
saving in material and availability of aircraft would result* 
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E - logistical 

2* Lo^.stic Support was furnished by Commander Fleet Air Japan 
and Yokcsuta, Tho action taken to expedite delivery of parts 
required for AOG planes was very good considering the short time 
allowed. However, it is believed that even better results might have 
been obtained had it been possible to keep Commander Fleet Air Japm 
informed of tho SICILY ! s schedule* 
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J. Materia^ 

1* Bureau of Aeronautics 

a. Overage cement in Kits, Repair (Stknr R37-K-500) for MK III 
Anti-exposure Suit* - It is recommended that all subject Kits in stock 
in MSD Yokosuka ant* in stock on board the U.S.S* CHOURRE (ARV-1) be in- 
spected and replaced if the cement therein is found to be overage (6 mon- 
ths is the storage limit). It is further recommended that the following 
action be token: 

(1) Discontinue procurement of the Kits (R37-K-500) , 

(2) TThon stocks of Kits are exhausted, issue content (Stknr 
R52-C-1557) , byrd cloth and noopreno impregnated tape* 

(3) Add cament (Stknr R52-C-1557), byrd cloth and nooprone 
impregnated tape to tho Section "A" Allowcnco list for 
aU applicable supply supporting activities, and symbol 
code these items (07) indicating oold weather material. 
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1* Bureau of Aeronautic s (Cont'd) 

b* Tubo Assembly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82-CV-VS-A8817) - Tho 
replacement rate of the tubo (ccomonly referred to as a "gooseneck") 
is high (about 8 tube3 per 10 tanks dropped)* It is roeoniniondod that 
tho sourco codo bo chongod from Vhl to P or P-l # It is further re- 
conoondod that it bo added to tho Soction "B» alloranco list for 
FAU»A/AB aircraft. Tho numerical allowance should bo 60$ of tho 
Qlloramoo of MK 12 external auxiliary fuol tanks. 



Copy to* 

CNO (2) Advance 
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance 
CINCPACJXT EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
COMNfiVFE (1) Advance 
COMAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
C O'JSEVENTHFLT (l) Advoneo 
CTF 76 (2) Advance 
co;ujepac (5) 

COMSERVPAC (1) 

COT'IFAIRJAPAN (l) 

NAVAL tfAR COLLEGE (l) 

COJJ3ARDIV 17 (l) 

COMCARDIV 15 (1) 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2) 

CailARCCRPS (l) 

CG FIFPAC (1) 

CG AIRFMFPAC (1) 

CG 1st MKT (1) 

CG, MG-12 (1) 

CO. VUt-312 (1) 

U.S.S. BATAAN (CVL-29) (l) 

U.S.S. RENDOVA (CVE-1U) (l) 

U.S»S. BAIRCKO (CVE-115) (l) 

U S,S, BADOEHG STRAIT (CVE-116) (l) 

U„S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-U9) (l) 




Almon E. LOOHIIS 
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1* Bureau of Aeronautic s (Cont'd) 

b* Tubo Assembly, Drop Tank (Stknr R82-CV-VS-A8817) - Tho 
replacement rate of the tubo (ccomonly referred to as a "gooseneck") 
is high (about 8 tube3 per 10 tanks dropped)* It is roeoniniondod that 
tho sourco codo bo chongod from Vhl to P or P-l # It is further re- 
conoondod that it bo added to tho Soction "B» alloranco list for 
FAU»A/AB aircraft. Tho numerical allowance should bo 60$ of tho 
Qlloramoo of MK 12 external auxiliary fuol tanks. 



Copy to* 

CNO (2) Advance 
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance 
CINCPACJXT EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
COMNfiVFE (1) Advance 
COMAVFE EVALUATION GROUP (l) 
C O'JSEVENTHFLT (l) Advoneo 
CTF 76 (2) Advance 
co;ujepac (5) 

COMSERVPAC (1) 

COT'IFAIRJAPAN (l) 

NAVAL tfAR COLLEGE (l) 

COJJ3ARDIV 17 (l) 

COMCARDIV 15 (1) 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2) 

CailARCCRPS (l) 

CG FIFPAC (1) 

CG AIRFMFPAC (1) 

CG 1st MKT (1) 

CG, MG-12 (1) 

CO. VUt-312 (1) 

U.S.S. BATAAN (CVL-29) (l) 

U.S.S. RENDOVA (CVE-1U) (l) 

U.S»S. BAIRCKO (CVE-115) (l) 

U S,S, BADOEHG STRAIT (CVE-116) (l) 

U„S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVE-U9) (l) 




Almon E. LOOHIIS 
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